


On the Dishonest 








of WIRED Magazine 


To whom it may concern 
(particularly my colleagues of the 1995 Hacker conference): 


In the June, 1995 issue of WIRED magazine there appeared a 
malicious and profoundly dishonest article entitled “The Curse 
of Xanadu,” by Gary Wolf. 


The piece is extremely well-written, which makes its dishon- 
esty particularly interesting and disturbing. 


The piece is very carefully constructed to malign and ridicule 
my colleagues of Project Xanadu, the project itself, and me. 
The dishonesty consists of this: Wolf systematically, and with 
extreme care, misstates the purpose and nature of the project, 
my colleagues’ credentials, and my own level of understand- 
ing. He implies in many indirect ways that my colleages of 
Project Xanadu were, and are, disoriented hobbyists, buffoons 
and “repairmen” and that I have never uttered a coherent sen- 
tence in my life. If Wolf did not well know otherwise, and had 
not so carefully suppressed the counterevidence, this matter 
would be much less disquieting. 


It is clear from the article that Wolf does not like idealism and 
untidiness, which have long characterized the project. It is 
also clear from the article that he loves neatness, obedience 
and authority. Thus it is likewise clear that he did not act alone, 
for such an authority-loving young punk would not have con- 
fected such a piece without considerable attention and support 
from above: in particular editor Kevin Kelly and publishers 
Jane Metcalfe and Louis Rossetto. I had thought these people 
were my friends, though I was aware of Kelly’s mean- 
spiritedness. Having known Metcalfe and Rossetto for years, 
having them to dinner and whatnot, I was proud to be their 
friend, and vicariously rejoiced in their success with their maga- 
zine, which appeared to have been achieved with integrity. 
Now I know how wrong I was on all these counts. 


My hardworking and beleaguered colleagues deserve much 
better than this, and after thirty-five years in the computer 
field, relentlessly pursuing serious ideals, I think I do too. 


They will have to live with this dishonesty the rest of their 
lives, and I intend to see that it never be forgotten. The 
work of the Xanadu group will yet achieve, and be appre- _ 
ciated for, its deeper intentions; the intentions of the 
WIRED crew will also be appreciated for the depths of 
their ill intent. 


This foul experience has been a wake-up call and a turn- 
ing point in my own life. To see all that work by so many 
good people spat upon by those bums has decisively 
changed my outlook on the world. In a little more than a 
year I will be sixty, with little to show for it but this WIRED 
article. So now it’s no more Mr. Nice Guy. “The reel 
spins faster as it nears the end,” says Nam June Paik. 


This to Mr. Wolf: if he makes good his threat to put that 
piece of crap in a book, out from under the skirts of 
WIRED’s lawyers, I mean to sue him thoroughly. Let him 
convey this invitation to his prospective publishers. 


Theodor Holm Nelson 


A fuller response to the WIRED piece is to be had by send- 
ing any e-mail to libel@xanadu.net. And an extensive 
listing of the inaccuracies of the piece (which begin in its 
first sentence) is to be found on the Internet at xanadu.net/ 
wolfsbane. 
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